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ACTS CHAPTER 17 (FACILITATOR) 
 

Discussion Starter 

  Who introduced you and/or taught you about Jesus?  How did they do this?   
 

 Opening Prayer 

 Ask if someone wants to volunteer before leading the prayer. 
 
Tell the Story 
 
Read the Story (Acts 17:1-34) 
Read out loud as a group, 5 verses per person.  Let everyone know they can opt out if 
they would like.  

 
Breaking it Down 

 All questions should be utilized as appropriate based upon group dynamics to 
facili a e bo h nder anding and di c ion.  Don  feel ied o he q e ion  
and don  feel like o  ha e o ge  hro gh e er  q e ion.  Follo  he Spiri  
lead!  All questions are a matter of perspective in some way BUT there are 
specific questions that this is truer of and these questions have been indicated 
to be perspective/opinion questions.  

 
Acts 17:1-9 

 Al ho gh 17:1 q ickl  reference  Pa l  ra el  o The alonica, he journey 

was actually well over 100 miles.  What does this indicate about Paul and his 

willingness to share Jesus with others? 

 

o Pa l  commi men  and de o ion o haring Je  i h o her  had no hing 
to do with his own comfort and convenience.  He was willing to do 

whatever it took and was willing to go wherever God led him in order to 

share Jesus.   

 

 In what ways does your own commitment and devotion to sharing 

Jesus with others need to change so that you have a willingness to 

do whatever God is leading you to do and go wherever God is 

leading you to go?   

 This is a perspective and opinion question so please listen as 

the facilitator.   
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 Why were the Jews so incredibly jealous of the Gentiles hearing about and 

receiving Jesus?   

 

o For the Jews, the Gentiles hearing about and receiving Jesus was 

definitely against the status quo of how they had grown up, what they 

knew to be true, and what they experienced.  They were the chosen 

people of God.  The  didn  like he Gen ile  and e en hi  i  an 
understatement.  Life was being turned upside down by Jesus and His 

me age and hi  a n  comfor able for hem.   
 

o In what ways is the message of Jesus uncomfortable and inconvenient 

for you?  How do you respond? 

 
 This is a perspective and opinion question so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

Acts 17:10-21 

 What are the differences between the Jews in Acts 17:11 and the Jews in Acts 

17:1-9 and why is this important for us to understand today?  

 

 These are opinion and perspective questions so please listen as the facilitator.   

 

 Notice Pa l  re pon e in Ac  17:17 af er hi  piri  i  pro oked beca e of all 
the idols he saw in Athens?  Why is his response important for us today?   

 

o Al ho gh Pa l a  ha  A hen  a  f ll of idol  and ha  he  eren  
followers and worshippers of Jesus, he didn  hammer hem for hi .  
Rather, he intentionally invested his time, sharing life with them, teaching 

them, and proclaiming truth to them.  He didn  look do n on hem.  
Rather, he used his time with them as opportunities to share Jesus.  This 

i  impor an  for  oda  beca e i  ea  o look do n on indi id al  ha  
believe things that are completely opposed to who and what we believe 

in.  Yet, we have these incredible opportunities that God daily gives us to 

share life and share Jesus regardless of where people are at and what 

they believe.   
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Acts 17:22-34 
 

o  In what way  doe  Pa l  e ample of haring Je  gi e  a empla e 
for where we can start with people in sharing Jesus with them.  See verses 

22 and 23 specifically. 

 

 Paul starts off with where the people are and with what they are able 

to hear.  He begins by affirming what good they are doing, although 

that good is in some ignorance.  He meets them exactly where they 

are at and simply but profoundly shares the story of God with them.   

 

o What do verses 32-34 indicate about our role in sharing Jesus versus how 

people are going to respond to the message of Jesus?   

 

 Our role is to meet people where they are at and share Jesus.  We 

don  con rol ho  people ill re pond and here ill be ome that 

don  an  an hing o do i h Je  or Hi  me age.  There ill be 
some who accept Jesus and His message.  There will be some who 

an  o kno  and hear more b  ho aren  read  o make ha  
commitment to Jesus quite yet.   

 
Final Application 

 What does this passage teach us about God? 
 

 What does this passage teach us about mankind?  
 

 What is a command to obey in this passage?  
 

 What has God revealed in your life that needs changing?  
 

 What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel?  
 
Closing & Prayer Requests 

 Have a designated person to capture and share (as appropriate) within the life 
group.  

 
 What happens in life group, stays in life group.  

 



 

 

 

riverchristian.church/lifegroups 

 Don  forge  ge  o confirm the next meeting date and time 
 

 Also recruit someone to do the story for the following week (Acts 18) 
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ACTS CHAPTER 17 (STUDENT) 
 

Discussion Starter 

  Who introduced you and/or taught you about Jesus?  How did they do this?   
 

 Opening Prayer 

 Ask if someone wants to volunteer before leading the prayer. 
 
Tell the Story 
 
Read the Story (Acts 17:1-34) 
Read out loud as a group, 5 verses per person.  Let everyone know they can opt out if 
they would like.  

 
Breaking it Down 

 All questions should be utilized as appropriate based upon group dynamics to 
facilitate both nderstanding and disc ssion.  Don t feel tied to the q estions 
and don t feel like o  ha e to get thro gh e er  q estion.  Follo  the Spirit s 
lead!  All questions are a matter of perspective in some way BUT there are 
specific questions that this is truer of and these questions have been indicated 
to be perspective/opinion questions.  

 
Acts 17:1-9 

 Altho gh 17:1 q ickl  references Pa l s tra els to Thessalonica, the journey 

was actually well over 100 miles.  What does this indicate about Paul and his 

willingness to share Jesus with others? 

 
 In what ways does your own commitment and devotion to sharing 

Jesus with others need to change so that you have a willingness to 

do whatever God is leading you to do and go wherever God is 

leading you to go?   

 

 Why were the Jews so incredibly jealous of the Gentiles hearing about and 

receiving Jesus?   
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o In what ways is the message of Jesus uncomfortable and inconvenient 

for you?  How do you respond? 

 
Acts 17:10-21 

 What are the differences between the Jews in Acts 17:11 and the Jews in Acts 

17:1-9 and why is this important for us to understand today?  

 

 Notice Pa l s response in Acts 17:17 after his spirit is pro oked beca se of all 
the idols he saw in Athens?  Why is his response important for us today?   

 

Acts 17:22-34 
 

o  In what ways does Pa l s e ample of sharing Jes s gi e s a template 
for where we can start with people in sharing Jesus with them.  See verses 

22 and 23 specifically. 

 
o What do verses 32-34 indicate about our role in sharing Jesus versus how 

people are going to respond to the message of Jesus?   

 
Final Application 

 What does this passage teach us about God? 
 

 What does this passage teach us about mankind?  
 

 What is a command to obey in this passage?  
 

 What has God revealed in your life that needs changing?  
 

 What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel?  
 
Closing & Prayer Requests 

 Have a designated person to capture and share (as appropriate) within the life 
group.  

 
 What happens in life group, stays in life group.  
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 Don t forget get to confirm the ne t meeting date and time 
 

 Also recruit someone to do the story for the following week (Acts 18) 
 


