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ACTS CHAPTERS 8-9 (FACILITATOR) 
 

Discussion Starter 

  Can you think of a situation that had a surprising outcome/result that you never 
expected?  Why did you expect something different?   
 

Opening Prayer 

 Ask if someone wants to volunteer before leading the prayer. 
 
Tell the Story 
 
Read the Story (Acts 8:1-40 & Acts 9:1-43)  
Read out loud as a group, 5 verses per person.  Let everyone know they can opt out if 
they would like.  

 
Breaking it Down 

 All questions should be utilized as appropriate based upon group dynamics to 
facLOLWaWe bRWh XQdeUVWaQdLQg aQd dLVcXVVLRQ.  DRQ¶W feeO WLed WR Whe TXeVWLRQV 
aQd dRQ¶W feeO OLNe \RX haYe WR geW WhURXgh eYeU\ TXeVWLRQ.  FROORZ Whe SSLULW¶V 
lead!  All questions are a matter of perspective in some way BUT there are 
specific questions that this is truer of and these questions have been indicated 
to be perspective/opinion questions.  

 
Acts 8:1-8 

 DR \RX WhLQN WhaW SeRSOe¶V cLUcXPVWaQceV fUeTXeQWO\ dLcWaWe WheLU aWtitudes and 

mindsets?  Why?   

 

o This is an opinion and perspective question so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

 

 Notice what was being done to the church and how it was it being done.  In light 

of this, why is what is being said about the church in verse 4 significant?   

 

o The people who were scattered could have very easily felt sorry for 

themselves and retreated seeking to protect their own interests and their 

RZQ OLYeV.  YeW, Whe\ dLd Whe e[acW RSSRVLWe.  TheLU cLUcXPVWaQceV dLdQ¶W 
control their attitudes or mindsets.  They continued to live with passion 

and urgency, seeking to preach Jesus Christ.   
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Acts 8:9-25 

 Wh\ ZaV PeWeU¶V UeVSRQVe WR SLPRQ Whe SRUceUeU VR dLUecW aQd VhaUS LQ AcWV 8:20-

23? 

 
o SLPRQ Whe SRUceUeU¶V SaVW LQcOXded having the limelight with people being 

fRcXVed RQ hLP UaWheU WhaQ GRd.  IW ZaVQ¶W MXVW WhaW SLPRQ ZaV aVNLQg fRU 
power to lay his hands on people so that they could receive the Holy Spirit.  

It was that his focus was strictly on himself and drawing people to him.  It 

was in no way about drawing people deeply into the presence of God.  

 

 How do you sometimes lose focus on who God has made you to 

be and revert back to life being all about you?   

 

 This is an opinion and perspective question so please listen 

as the facilitator.   

 

 How do you think that we can remind ourselves and each other 

that this life is about making much of Jesus rather than making 

much of ourselves?   

 

 This is an opinion and perspective question so please listen 

as the facilitator.   

Acts 8:26-40 

 HRZ dR \RX LQWeQWLRQaOO\ SXW \RXUVeOf LQ SRVLWLRQV WR OLVWeQ WR Whe SSLULW¶V OeadLQg 
ZheQ LW cRPeV WR VhaULQg GRd¶V ZRUd, \RXU faLWh, aQd \RXU WeVWLPRQ\ ZLWh RWhers? 

 

o This is an opinion and perspective question so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

 

 Why do you think verses 34 & 35 are significant? 

o One of the reasons that these verses are significant is because they let us 

know that Philip met the Ethiopian eunuch exactly where he was at and 

taught him as he was able to hear.  As a community of faith, we are called to 

meet people where they are at, but we are also called to teach as people are 
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abOe WR heaU aQd XQdeUVWaQd.  ThLV dReVQ¶W PeaQ ZaWeULQg dRZQ Whe Gospel, 

but it does mean not seeing people as problems to be solved and/or issues 

to be fixed.   

 

o Another reason that these verses are significant is because Philip taught him 

Whe gRRd QeZV abRXW JeVXV fURP Whe ScULSWXUeV.  IW ZaVQ¶W MXVW PhLOLS¶V 
opinions or experiences.  It was Philip drawing the eunuch to Jesus from 

ZhaW GRd¶V ZRUd had WR Va\.   
 

Acts 9:1-19 

 HRZ ZRXOd \RX haYe feOW aQd ZhaW ZRXOd \RX haYe WhRXghW Lf \RX ZeUe LQ AQaQLaV¶ 
position and God told you to go and spend time with an individual who was 

infamous when it came to destroying Christians and trying to destroy the church?  

 

o This is an opinion and perspective question so please listen as the facilitator.  

  

 Are there people who you believe (not necessarily with your words but by your 

acWLRQV) aUe WRR faU gRQe WR be a ChULVWLaQ aQd/RU ZhR \RX beOLeYe MXVW ZRXOdQ¶W be 
interested in Jesus?  What is the challenge in this text about that type of mindset 

and attitude?   

 

o The first question is an opinion and perspective question so please listen as 

the facilitator.  The challenge in this text about believing someone is too far 

gone and/or beOLeYLQg WhaW VRPeRQe MXVW LVQ¶W LQWeUeVWed LQ JeVXV LV WR VLPSO\ 
get our mindsets and attitudes aligned with the heart of Jesus.  The reality is 

WhaW QR RQe LV WRR faU gRQe.  RegaUdLQg a SeUVRQ¶V LQWeUeVW OeYeO LQ JeVXV, Ze 
will never have any idea if we do not open our mouths and share and love.  

A person may not be interested in Jesus.  They may not be searching for 

God BUT they are searching for something, even when they choose not to 

acknowledge it and what a wonderful gift we have to share!!! 

 How can you be more like Ananias, who did what God commanded him to do 

aOWhRXgh he SURbabO\ dLdQ¶W XQdeUVWaQd QRU dLd he OLNe ZhaW GRd cRPPaQded? 

 

o This is an opinion and perspective question so please listen as the facilitator.   

Acts 9:20-43 
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 Reread Acts 9:23-26 and consider what following Jesus cost Saul/Paul in this text.  

Consider that his old friends and associates were now trying to kill him, and his 

new family wanted nothing to do with him because they were afraid.   

 

o Do you agree or disagree with the following quote?  ³FROORZLQg JeVXV ZLOO 
aOZa\V haYe cRVWV LQYROYed.´   
 

 This is an opinion and perspective question so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

 

o What things has following Jesus cost you?  Is following Him still worth it to 

you?  Why?   

 

 These are opinion and perspective questions so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

 

 In Acts 9:32-43, we see two miraculous things happen, one with Aeneas and one 

with Tabitha.  The chains of physical bondage were broken, and the chains of 

death were broken.   

 

o What do you think it means and looks like for you to believe, live, and act like 

Jesus can still break the chains in your own personal life today?   

 

 This an opinion and perspective question so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

 

o What do you think it means and looks like for the church to believe, live, and 

act like Jesus can still break the chains both inside and outside of the church 

that exist today?   

 This is an opinion and perspective question so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

 
Final Application 

 What does this passage teach us about God? 
 

 What does this passage teach us about mankind?  
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 What is a command to obey in this passage?  
 

 What has God revealed in your life that needs changing?  
 

 What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel?  
 
Closing & Prayer Requests 

 Have a designated person to capture and share (as appropriate) within the life 
group.  

 
 What happens in life group, stays in life group.  

 

 DRQ¶W fRUgeW geW WR cRQfLUP Whe Qe[W PeeWLQg daWe aQd WLPe 
 

 Also recruit someone to do the story for the following week  
 

o (Acts Chapters 10 & 11) 
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ACTS CHAPTERS 8-9 (STUDENT) 
 

Discussion Starter 

  Can you think of a situation that had a surprising outcome/result that you never 
expected?  Why did you expect something different?   
 

Opening Prayer 

 Ask if someone wants to volunteer before leading the prayer. 
 
Tell the Story 
 
Read the Story (Acts 8:1-40 & Acts 9:1-43)  
Read out loud as a group, 5 verses per person.  Let everyone know they can opt out if 
they would like.  

 
Breaking it Down 

 All questions should be utilized as appropriate based upon group dynamics to 
facilitate both understanding and discussiRQ.  DRQ¶W feel Wied WR Whe TXeVWiRQV 
aQd dRQ¶W feel like \RX haYe WR geW WhURXgh eYeU\ TXeVWiRQ.  FRllRZ Whe SSiUiW¶V 
lead!  All questions are a matter of perspective in some way BUT there are 
specific questions that this is truer of and these questions have been indicated 
to be perspective/opinion questions.  

 
Acts 8:1-8 

 DR \RX WhiQk WhaW SeRSle¶V ciUcXPVWaQceV fUeTXeQWl\ dicWaWe WheiU aWWiWXdeV aQd 
mindsets?  Why?   

 

 Notice what was being done to the church and how it was it being done.  In light 

of this, why is what is being said about the church in verse 4 significant?   

 
Acts 8:9-25 

 Wh\ ZaV PeWeU¶V UeVSRQVe WR SiPRQ Whe SRUceUeU VR diUecW aQd VhaUS iQ AcWV 8:20-

23? 

 
 

 How do you sometimes lose focus on who God has made you to 

be and revert back to life being all about you?   
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 How do you think that we can remind ourselves and each other 

that this life is about making much of Jesus rather than making 

much of ourselves?   

 

Acts 8:26-40 

 HRZ dR \RX iQWeQWiRQall\ SXW \RXUVelf iQ SRViWiRQV WR liVWeQ WR Whe SSiUiW¶V leadiQg 
ZheQ iW cRPeV WR VhaUiQg GRd¶V ZRUd, \RXU faiWh, aQd \RXU WeVWiPRQ\ ZiWh RWheUV? 

 

 Why do you think verses 34 & 35 are significant? 

 
Acts 9:1-19 

 HRZ ZRXld \RX haYe felW aQd ZhaW ZRXld \RX haYe WhRXghW if \RX ZeUe iQ AQaQiaV¶ 
position and God told you to go and spend time with an individual who was 

infamous when it came to destroying Christians and trying to destroy the church?  

 

 Are there people who you believe (not necessarily with your words but by your 

acWiRQV) aUe WRR faU gRQe WR be a ChUiVWiaQ aQd/RU ZhR \RX belieYe jXVW ZRXldQ¶W be 
interested in Jesus?  What is the challenge in this text about that type of mindset 

and attitude?   

 

 How can you be more like Ananias, who did what God commanded him to do 

alWhRXgh he SURbabl\ didQ¶W XQdeUVWaQd QRU did he like ZhaW GRd cRPPaQded? 

 

Acts 9:20-43 

 Reread Acts 9:23-26 and consider what following Jesus cost Saul/Paul in this text.  

Consider that his old friends and associates were now trying to kill him, and his 

new family wanted nothing to do with him because they were afraid.   

 

o Do you agree or disagree with the following quote?  ³FRllRZiQg JeVXV Zill 
alZa\V haYe cRVWV iQYRlYed.´   

 
o What things has following Jesus cost you?  Is following Him still worth it to 

you?  Why?   
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 In Acts 9:32-43, we see two miraculous things happen, one with Aeneas and one 

with Tabitha.  The chains of physical bondage were broken, and the chains of 

death were broken.   

 

o What do you think it means and looks like for you to believe, live, and act like 

Jesus can still break the chains in your own personal life today?   

 
o What do you think it means and looks like for the church to believe, live, and 

act like Jesus can still break the chains both inside and outside of the church 

that exist today?   

 
Final Application 

 What does this passage teach us about God? 
 

 What does this passage teach us about mankind?  
 

 What is a command to obey in this passage?  
 

 What has God revealed in your life that needs changing?  
 

 What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing & Prayer Requests 

 Have a designated person to capture and share (as appropriate) within the life 
group.  

 
 What happens in life group, stays in life group.  
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 DRQ¶W fRUgeW geW WR cRQfiUP Whe Qe[W PeeWiQg daWe aQd WiPe 
 

 Also recruit someone to do the story for the following week (Acts Chapters 10 & 
11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


