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ACTS CHAPTERS 1 & 2 (FACILITATOR) 
 

Acts Background Information 

 The book of Acts details the movements of the people of God including how the 

church grows, how the church moves, and how the Holy Spirit leads the charge of 

it all.  The book is both descriptive and prescriptive.  It describes how the first 

century church functioned and operated.  Not everything that we find in the book 

of Acts is to be done by the church today nor would it be feasible to do everything 

we see in the book of Acts in the church today.   

 

However, the book of Acts is also prescriptive in that it has both relevance and 

applicability for who the church was designed to be today and what the church is 

supposed to be about today.   

 

It is important to understand and encourage your life group members to read 

through the book of Acts during the course of the week outside of the actual life 

group times.  There is so much depth and richness in this book that you will miss 

out on LI \RX¶Ue baQNLQJ RQ WKe OLIe JURXS WLPe ONLY WR be cRQYLcWed aQd 
transformed by the things that are in this book.  As you and your life group 

members journey through this book, take time to consistently reflect and meditate 

XSRQ ZKaW LW PeaQV aQd ORRNV OLNe IRU JESUS¶ CHURCH WR be RQ PLVVLRQ IRU WKe 
NLQJdRP RI GRd aQd IRU JESUS¶ CHURCH WR be Oed b\ WKe HRO\ SSLULW.  CRQVLdeU 
youU UROe RQ a daLO\ baVLV aV a PePbeU RI JESUS¶ CHURCH.  WKaW dReV LW ORRN 
like for you personally to be on mission for Jesus in every single context that God 

has given you?   

Discussion Starter 

  What takes up most of your time on a daily basis?  What takes up most of your    
time on a weekly basis?   
 

Opening Prayer 

 Ask if someone wants to volunteer before leading the prayer. 
 
Tell the Story 
 
Read the Story (Acts 1:1-26 & Acts 2:1-47) 

 Read out loud as a group, 5 verses per person.  Let everyone know they can 
opt out if they would like.  
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Breaking it Down 

 All questions should be utilized as appropriate based upon group dynamics to 
IacLOLWaWe bRWK XQdeUVWaQdLQJ aQd dLVcXVVLRQ.  DRQ¶W IeeO tied to the questions 
aQd dRQ¶W IeeO OLNe \RX KaYe WR JeW WKURXJK eYeU\ TXeVWLRQ.  FROORZ WKe SSLULW¶V 
lead!  All questions are a matter of perspective in some way BUT there are 
specific questions that this is truer of and these questions have been indicated 
to be perspective/opinion questions.  

 
Acts 1:1-26 

 According to Acts 1:4-5, why were the disciples ordered to stay in Jerusalem 

and what does this have to do with you and me as disciples of Jesus Christ in 

2020?   

 

o The disciples were ordered to wait in Jerusalem to be baptized in the Holy 

SSLULW aQd WKLV ZaVQ¶W JRLQJ WR be VRPe mystical/magical experience.  It 

was going to be an experience (that takes place in Acts chapter 2) in 

which the Holy Spirit would be made available to live within all of humanity 

forever.  For you and me today just like the disciples in Acts 1, the Holy 

Spirit was always intended to be the driving force behind the church and 

how it moved and functioned.  Men and women of God were always 

intended to be the instruments and the witnesses to the work of the Holy 

Spirit, not the driving force of the church themselves.   

 

 Acts 1:8 details the power, purpose, and plan for the disciples of Jesus during 

that time.  Acts 1:8 is the mission statement/theme verse for the entire book of 

Acts because it defines the power with which the church should live on mission, 

it defines the purpose of the church, and it defines the plan that God has for His 

church.  With these things in mind, consider some of the following questions.  

  

o With what power do you live on a daily basis?  Is it your own or is it the 

HRO\ SSLULW¶V?  HRZ dR \RX NQRZ?   
 

o What would you say is the purpose of the church?  How do you know?   

 
 How do you live out the purpose of the church in your daily life with 

other brothers and sisters in Christ?   
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o These are opinion and perspective questions so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

 

 Acts 1:8 also details how the plan for the church is going to unfold in terms of 

the message of God being spread.  In that time, we would be considered the 

ends of the earth.  Notice all of the places that were mentioned but especially 

SaPaULa.  SaPaULa ZaV WKe SOace ZKeUe ³KaOI bUeedV´ OLYed.  TKe JeZV ZeQW RXW 
of their way to not associate with the Samaritans.  The Samaritans were 

considered outsiders and people who were less than on every level.  With these 

things in mind, how would you answer the following questions? 

 

o How are the Holy Spirit and message of God transforming how you view 

and build relationships with your brothers and sisters in Christ? 

 

o How are the Holy Spirit and message of God transforming how you view 

aQd bXLOd UeOaWLRQVKLSV ZLWK SeRSOe ZKR dRQ¶W beOLeYe aQd Yalue the same 

things as you?   

 
o How are the Holy Spirit and message of God transforming how you view 

and build relationships with people who wound and mistreat you?   

 
o How are the Holy Spirit and message of God transforming how you view 

and build relationships with people who are marginalized in our society?   

 

o These are opinion and perspective questions so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

Acts 2:1-47 

 What do you think it means to meet someone where they are at?  Do you believe 

this is important to do?  Why or why not?  

 

o This is an opinion and perspective question so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

 

 Why is the timing of when Peter stands and speaks up significant in Acts 2:14? 

 



 

 

 

riverchristian.church/lifegroups 

o PeWeU dLdQ¶W VSeaN XS aW a cKXUcK JaWKeULQJ RU RXWUeacK eYeQW.  PeQWecRVW 
was after the barley harvest and before the wheat harvest.  In between 

these times, there was a festival (Pentecost) to celebrate.  So, the setting 

ZaVQ¶W VRPe UeOLJLRXV JaWKeULQJ ZKeUe GRd ZaV beLQJ ZRUVKLSSed.  IW ZaV 
a party, a celebration.  Peter through God and the Hol\ SSLULW¶V SRZeU ZaV 
PeeWLQJ SeRSOe e[acWO\ ZKeUe WKe\ ZeUe aW LQ VKaULQJ GRd¶V PeVVaJe ZLWK 
them.   

 

 Notice what Peter says in Acts 2:36.  Why is what he says significant?   

 

o What Peter says in Acts 2:36 is significant for many reasons but here are 

a few.   

 

 WKLOe PeWeU ZaV PeeWLQJ SeRSOe ZKeUe WKe\ ZeUe aW, Ke dLdQ¶W VK\ 
away from telling them the truth.  Loving people, meeting people 

where they are at, and telling them the trXWK aUeQ¶W RSSRVed WR eacK 
other.  They are all a part of loving like Jesus loves.   

 

 While there may have been some people who were physically 

present at the crucifixion of Jesus, there were also many present on 

WKe Da\ RI PeQWecRVW ZKR ZeUeQ¶W SK\VLcaOO\ present at the death of 

Jesus and yet Peter says that ALL present on the Day of Pentecost 

crucified Jesus.  Stated another way, ALL GROUND IS LEVEL AT 

THE FOOT OF THE CROSS AND ALL OF US ARE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATH OF JESUS.   

 

 Peter says that Jesus is both Lord and Christ.  In other words, Jesus 

LVQ¶W MXVW WKe OQe ZKR VaYeV XV IURP RXU sins, but He is also the One 

to whom we owe absolutely everything.  He is the One that owns all 

of who we are.  He is our Lord, Our Master.   

 

 How would your life look different if Jesus owned every aspect 

of who you are?   

 

 How can you encourage your brothers and sisters in Christ to 

allow Jesus to own every part of who they are?   
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 These are opinion and perspective questions so please listen 

as the facilitator.  

 

 God, who meets us where we are at and tells us the truth also invites us to a 

story that is much bigger and better than anything we could ever imagine. BUT 

it does call for our response and a response that says that we are ALL IN!!!  This 

LV ZKaW¶V KaSSeQLQJ LQ AcWV 2:37-41.   

 

o How are you currently and daily responding to God inviting you to His 

story?   

 

 This is a perspective and opinion question so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

 

 When you read Acts 2:42-47, how do you think the world around the church at 

that time viewed the church?  Do you think the world around you views you in 

similar ways as a paUW RI GRd¶V cKXUcK?   WK\ RU ZK\ QRW?   
 

o These are perspective and opinion questions so please listen as the 

facilitator.   

Final Application 

 What does this passage teach us about God? 
 

 What does this passage teach us about mankind?  
 

 What is a command to obey in this passage?  
 

 What has God revealed in your life that needs changing?  
 

 What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel?  
 
Closing & Prayer Requests 

 Have a designated person to capture and share (as appropriate) within the life 
group.  

 
 What happens in life group, stays in life group.  
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 DRQ¶W IRUJeW JeW WR cRQILUP WKe Qe[W PeeWLQJ daWe aQd WLPe 
 

 Also recruit someone to do the story for the following week (Acts 3-4) 
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ACTS CHAPTERS 1 & 2 (STUDENT) 
 

Acts Background Information 

 The book of Acts details the movements of the people of God including how the 

church grows, how the church moves, and how the Holy Spirit leads the charge of 

it all.  The book is both descriptive and prescriptive.  It describes how the first 

century church functioned and operated.  Not everything that we find in the book 

of Acts is to be done by the church today nor would it be feasible to do everything 

we see in the book of Acts in the church today.   

 

However, the book of Acts is also prescriptive in that it has both relevance and 

applicability for who the church was designed to be today and what the church is 

supposed to be about today.   

 

It is important to understand and encourage your life group members to read 

through the book of Acts during the course of the week outside of the actual life 

group times.  There is so much depth and richness in this book that you will miss 

RXW Rn if \RX¶Ue banking Rn Whe life gURXS Wime ONLY WR be cRnYicWed and 
transformed by the things that are in this book.  As you and your life group 

members journey through this book, take time to consistently reflect and meditate 

XSRn ZhaW iW meanV and lRRkV like fRU JESUS¶ CHURCH WR be Rn miVViRn fRU Whe 
kingdRm Rf GRd and fRU JESUS¶ CHURCH WR be led b\ Whe HRl\ SSiUiW.  CRnVideU 
youU URle Rn a dail\ baViV aV a membeU Rf JESUS¶ CHURCH.  WhaW dReV iW lRRk 
like for you personally to be on mission for Jesus in every single context that God 

has given you?   

Discussion Starter 

  What takes up most of your time on a daily basis?  What takes up most of your    
time on a weekly basis?   
 

Opening Prayer 

 Ask if someone wants to volunteer before leading the prayer. 
 
Tell the Story 
 
Read the Story (Acts 1:1-26 & Acts 2:1-47) 

 Read out loud as a group, 5 verses per person.  Let everyone know they can 
opt out if they would like.  
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Breaking it Down 

 All questions should be utilized as appropriate based upon group dynamics to 
faciliWaWe bRWh XndeUVWanding and diVcXVViRn.  DRn¶W feel Wied WR Whe TXeVWiRnV 
and dRn¶W feel like \RX haYe WR geW WhURXgh eYeU\ TXeVWiRn.  FRllRZ Whe SSiUiW¶V 
lead!  All questions are a matter of perspective in some way BUT there are 
specific questions that this is truer of and these questions have been indicated 
to be perspective/opinion questions.  

 
Acts 1:1-26 

 According to Acts 1:4-5, why were the disciples ordered to stay in Jerusalem 

and what does this have to do with you and me as disciples of Jesus Christ in 

2020?   

 

 Acts 1:8 details the power, purpose, and plan for the disciples of Jesus during 

that time.  Acts 1:8 is the mission statement/theme verse for the entire book of 

Acts because it defines the power with which the church should live on mission, 

it defines the purpose of the church, and it defines the plan that God has for His 

church.  With these things in mind, consider some of the following questions.  

  

o With what power do you live on a daily basis?  Is it your own or is it the 

HRl\ SSiUiW¶V?  HRZ dR \RX knRZ?   
 

o What would you say is the purpose of the church?  How do you know?   

 
 How do you live out the purpose of the church in your daily life with 

other brothers and sisters in Christ?   

 

 Acts 1:8 also details how the plan for the church is going to unfold in terms of 

the message of God being spread.  In that time, we would be considered the 

ends of the earth.  Notice all of the places that were mentioned but especially 

SamaUia.  SamaUia ZaV Whe Slace ZheUe ³half bUeedV´ liYed.  The JeZV ZenW RXW 
of their way to not associate with the Samaritans.  The Samaritans were 

considered outsiders and people who were less than on every level.  With these 

things in mind, how would you answer the following questions? 
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o How are the Holy Spirit and message of God transforming how you view 

and build relationships with your brothers and sisters in Christ? 

 

o How are the Holy Spirit and message of God transforming how you view 

and bXild UelaWiRnVhiSV ZiWh SeRSle ZhR dRn¶W belieYe and YalXe Whe Vame 
things as you?   

 
o How are the Holy Spirit and message of God transforming how you view 

and build relationships with people who wound and mistreat you?   

 
o How are the Holy Spirit and message of God transforming how you view 

and build relationships with people who are marginalized in our society?   

 
Acts 2:1-47 

 What do you think it means to meet someone where they are at?  Do you believe 

this is important to do?  Why or why not?  

 

 Why is the timing of when Peter stands and speaks up significant in Acts 2:14? 

 

 Notice what Peter says in Acts 2:36.  Why is what he says significant?   

 

o What Peter says in Acts 2:36 is significant for many reasons but here are 

a few.   

 

 How would your life look different if Jesus owned every aspect 

of who you are?   

 

 How can you encourage your brothers and sisters in Christ to 

allow Jesus to own every part of who they are?   

 

 

 God, who meets us where we are at and tells us the truth also invites us to a 

story that is much bigger and better than anything we could ever imagine. BUT 
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it does call for our response and a response that says that we are ALL IN!!!  This 

iV ZhaW¶V haSSening in Acts 2:37-41.   

 

o How are you currently and daily responding to God inviting you to His 

story?   

 

 When you read Acts 2:42-47, how do you think the world around the church at 

that time viewed the church?  Do you think the world around you views you in 

similaU Za\V aV a SaUW Rf GRd¶V chXUch?   Wh\ RU Zh\ nRW?   

Final Application 

 What does this passage teach us about God? 
 

 What does this passage teach us about mankind?  
 

 What is a command to obey in this passage?  
 

 What has God revealed in your life that needs changing?  
 

 What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel?  
 
Closing & Prayer Requests 

 Have a designated person to capture and share (as appropriate) within the life 
group.  

 
 What happens in life group, stays in life group.  

 

 DRn¶W fRUgeW geW WR cRnfiUm Whe ne[W meeWing daWe and Wime 
 

 Also recruit someone to do the story for the following week (Acts 3-4) 
 

 

 

 

 


